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for Shawn Simic 
 

Sunday, May 28, 4:00 PM  
(Reception to follow in the Narthex) 

Ordination Service 

Church Office Closed  
Monday, May 29th 

 

 in observance of Memorial Day 



 
 

 
 

 

 If I asked you to go out to dinner with my 
family to a restaurant that you’ve only heard about 
but haven’t been to before, how might you react? 
Maybe you’d want to know more about the menu 
to know if you’d like the food or not. Maybe you’d 
want to know how people normally dress at this 
restaurant. Maybe you’d go read some reviews and 
maybe you’d be wondering why I wanted you to 
come to dinner in the first place. Am I going to try 
to ambush you with a request of some kind? There 
can be some nerves in not knowing. 
 Most of us who are reading a church 
newsletter probably don’t remember a time when 
we felt a kind of nervousness about attending 
church, but it’s real. People do get nervous, and for 
many of the same reasons we just discovered 
above. If people haven’t been to church a whole 
lot, there can be a lot of friction or tension about 
the idea of it. Will I be embarrassed because I 
don’t know the words or the things we’re 
supposed to do? Will I stand out because everyone 
is dressed a certain way and I won’t know that 
until it’s too late? Are they going to try to baptize 
me? 
 Let’s go back to our previous example. Let’s 
imagine that I ask you to grab a bite to eat out at a 
food truck. Do the same questions come up? Not 
nearly as many, right? I’ve never known of a dress 
code at a food truck. I may still wonder about the 
menu, but a food truck doesn’t hold the same 
commitment as a sit-down full-service dinner 
with a waitstaff. It feels more comfortable. 
 During the month of June, we’re going to be 
trying something like that on Wednesday nights. 
Not food trucks (although now that you mention 
it… NO! Not right now. And we’re moving on…). 
We’re going to be holding our Wednesday Night 
Bible Study outside, near the playground area. The 
idea that Hannah proposed (read her article this 
week!) was a concurrent program for the adults 
and for kids. So while the kids learn and then play 
on the playground, the adults will gather and 
discuss some Jesus stories outside. 
 It may seem like a change that’s too small to 
make a difference, and that’s probably true for 
church folk. But for those who don’t go, or haven’t 
gone in a while, we could remove enough friction 
for them to make it. I encourage you to come and 
be yourselves. Welcome folks, talk to folks, and 
help them feel like part of the community here. 
Because if they make it to our yard, they probably 
had to make it past some friction to do it. 
 

    Peace, Rory   

“Calling them like I see them” 

What’s Happening Wednesdays 
 

 

Sometimes in ministry all it takes is a small nudge 
or adjustment to begin sharing the Gospel with 
some of the people in our community who need it 
most. This is one of the reasons why we are trying 
something new in the month of June - moving 
Wednesday night classes outside. It's technically 
only a few dozen feet away from where we are 
having adult and children's classes right now, but I 
am hopeful that by standing outside of our walls we 
might help people in our neighborhood break 
down the metaphorical walls that have stood in 
their way of attending church. Many people have 
been hurt by the church, and there's a large 
percentage of people who have never attended 
church in their lives, and possibly whose parents or 
grandparents never did either. For those who did 
not grow up in a church, it can almost feel like a 
foreign language. While many churches in our 
community and nation have seen attendance drop, 
I don't think it is because people don't love and 
need Jesus. I believe that it is simply the way that 
we have been doing Church that might just be 
incompatible with a lot of people in this day and 
time.  
Some of our goals for worshiping outside is to 
create community, and to share with people the 
good news of what Jesus did and what his love 
means for them today. This should be a time for 
people to get to know each other, to open up about 
the joy and hardships in their lives, and to possibly 
experience Jesus, and the Body of Christ, in a way 
they never have before. Beginning June 7th at 6:00 
PM, Rory will lead an adult class, and we will have 
kids programming within the playground. For the 
first three weeks, the church will provide snacks 
and refreshments, and for the final week we will 
serve a delicious, free community dinner.  
When we examine how Jesus did ministry, he was 
often healing and teaching by day, and then 
spending his nights around the dinner table with 
sinners and people in need. There's something 
special about coming together around food, and we 
want to take Jesus's example and try it in our 
community.  
I hope that you will attend these Wednesday nights! 
Pray on it, and come with an open heart that is 
ready to receive people just as they are. One tip I 
would like to give is to not invite people to come to 
church. They are already there! There are many 
ways to worship, and it does not have to mean 
being inside of our sanctuary on a Sunday morning. 
Instead, listen to them. Learn about who they are, 
and what is happening in their lives. As we do that, 
the Holy Spirit can give us a special opportunity to 
care for people who are right beside us but we just 
haven't had the chance to meet yet.        

Hannah 



 
 

 

 
IMMEDIATE: Sandra Burns (Johelen Stephenson’s 
cousin). Dwight Bailey (Hannah Simic’s dad). Richard 
Barker. Nancy Munro (friend of Doug & Melody 
Turner). Norval Ziegler. Richard Peterson (Chris 
Peterson’s dad). Carol Meredith (Lola Murray’s niece). 
Wanda Vines (friend of Sandy Davidson). Liane 
Aldridge (Mary Jane William’s daughter). Heidi Rose 
Harris (Molly & Chad Harris’ daughter). Carolyn 
Maples (Brandon Weaver’s aunt). Charlotte Bounds. 
Kay Smith. Jackie Bounds Roach (Tim Bounds’ sister). 
Michael Turnbill (Lela Moore’s brother-in-law). Roy 
Smith (Carl Smith’s father. Joyce Dippel (Jan 
Stoutland’s sister). Larry Carter. Robert Darnell (Diane 
Qualls’ brother). Frances Darnell (Diane Qualls’ 
mother). Richard Evans. Cheryl King (Diane William’s 
sister-in-law). Ben Davidson (Tom Davidson’s 
nephew). Rob Jameson (Charlotte Bounds’ cousin). 
Debra & Mark Belvin’s neighbor. Mary Jane Williams. 
Aleshia Wensell’s parents. Ginger Tevault (Ginny 
Bowers’ friend). Lynn Satterfield (Gary Giles’ sister). 
Josie Fellers & Chloe Wells. Mason Shadle (Jim Walls’ 
great nephew).  

 

 FINANCE MEETING 
SUNDAY, June 4, 2:00 p.m./RM. 105 

 
TRUSTEE MEETING 

Tuesday, June 6, 7:00 p.m., RM. 105 
 

CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 
Sunday, June 11, 2:00 p.m./ RM 105 

 
DEACONS MEETING 

Sunday, June 11, 3:30 p.m./ RM 105 

Calling All Graduates!  
 

If you have a graduating senior now is your chance to 
share that news with your First Baptist Church Family. 
Simply email any information about your graduate to 
the church at fbcoffice@fbcoakridge.org or call the 
church office at (865) 483-4615. Please include the 
student’s full name, his/her connection to First Baptist, 
when and from what school he/she is graduating. All 
graduate information must be turned in to the office by 
May 31st. We will publish the graduates’ names in the 
June 5th First Light. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Sunday, May 28, 2023 
Nursery 11:00 a.m. ............. Tedi Newman &Angie Walls 
Children’s Church ............ Lela Moore & Susan Williams 
Deacon of the Week .................................... Adrienne Giles 
 
Sunday, June 4 
Nursery 11:00 a.m. Diane Williams & Amber Slessinger 
Children’s Church .........Adrian Flory & Debbie Johnson 
Deacon of the Week ................ Karen McCall (communion) 

JUNE MEETING OF FBCFBC 
 

Lela Moore will lead a discussion of Milk Glass Moon at 
the June meeting of our book club.  This book was 
written by Rebecca Carroll and tells the story of life in 
this area just prior to the Manhattan Project.  Lela 
actually knows Rebecca and her family, so this should 
be quite an interesting discussion.  Everyone is welcome 
to attend the meeting, which will be on Monday, June 5, 
at 12:30 in the library.  Feel free to bring your lunch.  
Contact Dianne May at diannemaylibrary@yahoo.com if 
you have any questions. 

Thank You 
 

The Stout family would like to thank the First Baptist 
Church for hosting a dinner after Katharine Stout’s 
funeral. We are grateful and thankful for the support 
and love shown.  

Ron Stout and Family 

Ecumenical Storehouse Volunteer Needed  
 

June will be our month for ministry at the Ecumenical 
Storehouse. Volunteers are needed on Tuesday and 
Thursday from 9 a.m. to noon to help select items for 
clients and prepare those items for client pickup. A sign 
up sheet is available in the church foyer. 
If you have any questions about FBC’s Ecumenical 
Storehouse ministry, please contact Linda Williamson at 
(865) 805-5949 or Jim Williamson at (865) 719-6409.  

Special Business Meeting & Potluck Dinner  
 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall Wednesday, May 31, at 
5:30 p.m. for our monthly Potluck Dinner.  Enough fried 
chicken for all. Bring your favorite entrée, side dish or 
dessert to share. Special Business Meeting to follow at 6 
p.m.  
 

Advance Notice of the Motion for  
Special Business Meeting, May 31, 2023  

 

Finance Committee will bring the following motion: 
complications with financial software and the time it 
will take to rebuild our internal budgetary records, it is 
proposed that there be a continuance of the current 
2022-2023 annual budget through October 1, 2023. 
Absentee ballots will be available in the office, starting 
on May 17, 2023. 




